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Some 


CONSIDERATIONS. 


About 
WITCHCRAFT, 


In 
A Letter to the much Honoured, Robert Hunt 
Eſquire. 


HE lateand frequent dealings 
you have had in the Exami- 
nation of Witches, and the Re- 
gards of one that hath a 
very particular and deſerved 
Honour for you , have 

brought you the trouble of ſome Conſidera- 

tions upon the ſubje&#, in which you have ſo 
critically convers'd, that perhaps may luggelt 
ro your better thoughts, a way of accounting 
for ſome of thoſe ſtrange things you have 
been a witnels of; and contribute to the De- 
fence of the Truth of Matters which you 
: B know 
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know by Experiments that could not deceive, 
againſt the little exceptions of thoſe that are re- 
ſolved: to believe nothing in affairs of this 
nature. 

If any thing were to be much admired in 
an Age of Wonders, not onely of Nature (which 
iS a conſtant Prodigy ) but of Men and Manners 
it would be to me matter of Aoniſhment, 
that Men, otherwiſe witty and ingenious, are 
tz|l'n into the conceit that there's no ſuch thing 
as a Witch or Apparition, but that theſe are the 
creatures of Melancholy and Superſtition, foſter'd 
by ignorance and deſign; which, comparing the 
confidence of their disbelief with the evidence 
of the things denied, and the weakneſs of their 
grounds, would almoſt ſuggeſt, that them- 
lelvesare an argument of what they deny': and 
that ſo confident an Opinion could not be 
held upon ſuch inducements, but by ſome 


kind of Witchcraft and Faſcination in the Fancy. 


And perhaps that eyil Spirit, whoſe influences 
they will not allow in A&tions aſcribed to 
{uch Cauſes, hath a greater hand and intereſt 
in their Propofition then they are aware of. 
For that ſubtil Enemy of Mankind ( ſince Pro- 
widence will not permit him to miſchief vs 


without our own concurrence ) attempts that - 


by ſtratagem and artifice, which he could ne- 
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|» Some Conſiderations about Witchcraft, 2 
ver effe&t by open ways of ating; and the ſuc- 
cels ofall wiles depending upon their ſecrecy 
and concealment, his influence is never more 
dangerous then when his agency is leaſt ſuſpe- 
fed. Inorder therefore to the carrying on 
the dark and hidden deſigns he manageth 
againft our Happineſs, and our Souls, hecan- 
not expett to advantage himſelf more, then 
by infinuating a beliet, That there 1s no ſuch 
thing as himſelf, but 'thar fear and fancy make 
Devils now, as they did Gods of old. Nor 
can heever draw the aflent of men to ſo dar- 

erous an aſſertion, while the ſtanding ſenſible 
evidences of his exiſtence in his pra&tices by 
and upon his Inſtruments are not diſcredited 
and removed. 

'Tis doubtleſs therefore the intereſt of 
this Agent of darkneſs to have the world be- 
lieve, that the notzoz they have of kim is but a 
phantaſm and conceit ; and in order thereunto, 

That the ftories of Witches, Apparitions, 
and indeed every thing that brings tidings of 
another world, are but melancholick Dreams 
and piows Romances, And when men are ar- 
riv'd thus far, to think there are no d:abolical 
contraFs or apparitions, their belief that there 
are ſuch Spirits, reſts onely upen their Faith 
and Rerverence tothe Dive Oracles, which 
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we have little reaſon to apprehend ſogreat 
in ſuch aſſertors, as ro command much from 
their aſlent, elpecially in ſuch things in 
which they have corrupt intereſts againſt their 
evidence, Sothat hethat thinks there 1s no 
Witch, believes a Devil gratis, or at leaſt upon 
ſuch inducements which he is like to find 
himſelf diſpoſed tro deny when he pleaſeth. 
And when men are arrived to this degree of 
diffidence and infidelity, 'we are beholden to 
them if they believe either Angel or Spirit, Re- 


ſurreftion of the Body, or Immortality of Souls. 


Theſe things hang together in a Chain of 
connexion, at leaſt in thele mens Hypotheſts., 
and *cis but an happy chance if he that hath 
loſt one [xk hold another. So that the 
vitals of Religion being ſo much interreſſed 
in this ſubject, ic will nor be impertinent par- 
ticularly to diſcourſeir. 

And in order toithe proof that there have 
been, and are unlawful ,confederacies with evil 
ſpirits, by vertue of which the, belliſh accom 
plices perform things above' their natural 
powers; I muſt premiſe, that this being mat- 
ter of Fa&, is onely capable of the. evidenceof 
authority and ſenſe : And by both theſe, the 
being of Witches. and diabolical contraFs, is 
moſt. abundantly confirm'd. All H! iſaries are 

fulk 
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Some Conſiderations about Witchcraft, 5 
fall of the exploits of thoſe Inſtruments of 
darkneſs, and the teſtimony of all Ages, not one- 
ly of the rude and barbarons, but of the moſt 
civiliz'd and poliſh'd world, brings tidings of 


theic ſtrange performances. We have the atte- 


ftation of thouſands of eye and ear-witneſles, 


and thoſe nor of the eafily deceivable vulgar 
onely, but of wiſe and grave diſcerners, and 
that when no intereſt could oblige them to 
agree together in a common Lie: I fay, we 
havethe light of all theſe circumſtances to con: 
firm us in the belict of things done by per- 
ſons of deſpicable power and knowledge, 
beyond the reach of Art and ordinary Nature, 
ſtanding publick Records have been kept of 
theſe well attefted Relations, and Epocha's 
made of thoſe unwonted events. Laws in 
many Nations have been enacted againſt 
thoſe vile praftiſes; thoſe among the fews and 
our 0wn are notorious; ſuch caſes have been of- 
ren determined near us, by wife and reverend 
Tudoes, uponclear and convictive evidence : 
and thouſands in our own Nation have ſuf- 
fered death for their vile compatts with apo- 
ftate ſpirits. All theſe I might largely prove 
in their particular inſtances, but that tis not 
needful, ſince thoſe that deny the being of 


Witches, do-it not out of ignorance of theſe 
Heads 
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Heads of Argument, of which probably 
they have hearda thouſand times, but from 
an apprehenſion that ſuch a beliefs abſurd, and 
the things impoſsible. And upon thele preſum- 
ptions they contemn all demonſtrations of 
chis nature, and are hardned againſt con- 
viction. And I think, thoſe that can believe 
all Fiftories are Romances, that all the wiſer 
world have agreed together to juggle man- 
kind into a common belict of ungrounded fas 
bles, that the ſound ſeuſes of multitudes together 
may deceive them, and Laws are built upon 
Chymera's ; that the graveſt and wiſeſt Judges 
have been Murderers, and the ſageſt perſons 
Fools, or deſigning Impoſtors : I ſay, thoſe that 
can believe this heap of abſurdiries, are either 
more credulows then thoſe whole credulity they 
reprehend, or elſe have ſome extraordinar 
evidence of their perſuaſion, wiz. That "tis ab- 
ſurd and impoſsible there ſhould be a Witch or Appa- 
rition. AndI am confident, were thoſe little 
appearances remov'd, which men have form'd 
in their fancies againſt che belief of ſuch 
things, their evidence would make its way to 
their aſſent, without any more arguments 
then what they know already to enforce it. 
There is nothing then neceſlary to be done, 
in order to the eſtabliſhing the beliefI would 
reconcile 
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reconcile to men's minds, but to endeavour 
the removal of thoſe prejudices they have re- 
ceived againſt it, the chief of which I ſhall 
particularly deal with; and [ begin with thar 


bald Aſſertion, T hat 


(1) The notion of a Spirit # impoſſible 
and contradi&tious, and conſequently ſo ts that of 
Witches, the belief of which 1s founded on that 
DoGrin. 


To which 0bje&on T anſwer, ( 1) If the no- 
tion of a Spirit be ſo abſurd as is pretended, that 
ofa God, and a Soul, diſtin from matter and 
immortal, is likewiſe an abſurdity, And then 
that the world was jumbled into this elegant 
and orderly Fabrick by chance ; and that our 
Souls are onely parts of Matter, that came to- 
gether we know not whence, nor how ; and 
ſhall again ſhortly bedifſo@ into thole looſe 
Atoms that compound them ; That all our con- 
ceptions are but the thruſting of one part of 
matter againſt another; and the /dea's of our 
minds meer blind and caſual motions; Theſe 
and a thouſand more the groſleſt wpoſ$tbili- 
ties and abſurdities, conlequents of this Propo- 
ſition, That the notion of a Spirit #5 abſurd, will be 
ſad certainties and demonſtrations. And with 


{uch 
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ſuch Aſertors I would ceaſe to diſcourſe 
about Witches and Apparitions, and addreſs my 
ſe]fro obtain their aſſent to truths infinitely 
more Sacred. 

And yer ( 2 } though it ſhould be granted 
them, chat a ſubſtance immaterial 1s as much a 
contradiction as they can fancy; yet the Air and 
allche Regions above us may have their inviſi- 
ble intelle tual Agents, of nature like unto our 
Souls, be that whatit will; and ſome ofthem 
at leaſt as much drgenerate as the vileſt and 
moſt miſchievious among eden. This, I ſay, 
may reaſonably enough be ſuppoſed, though, 
as | intimated above, the Atheiſt hath an- 
other chain of conſequences, And this Hypotheſrs 
will be enough to ſecure the prſsibility of 
Witches and Apparitions : and that all the upper 
Stories of the Univerſe are furniſh'd with Ir- 
habitants, 'tis infinitely reaſonable to cen- 
clude from the analogy of Nature: Since we ſee 
there is nothing ſo contemptible and vile in 
the world we reſide in, but hath its living 
creatures that dwell upon it; the Farth, the 
Water, the t fortour Air; the Bodies of Animals, 
the fleſh, the skin, the entrails ; the leaves, the 
roots, the ſtalks of Vegetables ; yea and all kind 
of Minerals in the ſubterraneous Regions : I (ay, 
all theſe.-have their fropry Inhabitants; yea, [ 
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ſuppoſe this 'Rule may hold in. all diſtin 
kinds of bodies inthe world, That they have 
their peculiar Animals, The certainty of which 
I believe the improvementof microſcopical obſer- 
vations will diſcover. From whence I infer 
Thar fince this little ſþot- is ſo thickly peopled in 
every Atom of it, 'tis weaknels to think thar 
all the vaſt ſpaces above, and hollows under 
ground, are deſert and uninhabited. And it both 
the ſuperiour and lower Continents of the Univerſe 
have their inhabitants alſo, tis exceedingly 
improbable, arguing from the ſame analogy, that 
they are all of the meer' ſenſible nature, bu that 
there are at lealt ſome of the Rational and [n- 
telletual Orders. Which ſuppoſed, there is 
o00d foundation forthe beliet of Witches and 
Apparitions, though the ngtion of a Spirit, ſhould 
prove abſurd and unphiloſophical. | And fo; this 
firſt Objection comes to'nething. I deſcend 
thento the lecond Prejudice, which may be 
thus formed in behalf of the ObjeFors. 

(2) There are Actions in moſt of thoſe" Relati- 
ons aſcribed to Witches, which.are ridiculous ail, 
impoſible in the nature of things ; /uch are 
(1) their flying out of. windows after they have 
annointed themſelves, to'remate places. (2) Their 
transformation into Cats, Fares, andother Creas 
tures. (3) Their feeling all the has in their own 
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bodies which they have received in theſe. (4)Their 
raiſing Tempeſts, by muttering ſome nonſenſical 
words, or performing ome little ridiculous ceremo- 
nits. And (5 ) their being (uck'd in a certain pri- 
ate place of their bodies by a Familiar. Theſe 
are preſumed to be ations inconſiſtent with the na- 
ture of Spirits, and above the powers of thoſe poor 
and miſerable Agents. And therefore the ObjeCti- 
on ſuppoſeth them performed only by the fancy; and 


' that the whole myſtery of Witchcraft is but an 


illuſion of craſte imagination. 
But to this Obje&ion | return, (1) in the ge- 
neral, The more abſurd and nnaccountable theſe 


- ations feem, the grearer confirmations axe they 


ro me of the truth of thoſe Relations, and the 
reality of what the ObjeFors would deſtroy. For 
theſe circumſtances being exceeding unlikely, 
judging by the meaſures of common belief; 


tis the greater probability they are not Aftiti: | 


ous; For thecontrivers of Fictions uſe to form 
them as near as they can conformably to' the 
molt axſuſpetiedrexlities,endeavouringto make 
them look as like truth as is pofſiblein the main 
ſuppoſals, though withall they 'make them 
ſtrange in the circumſtance. None but a fool 
or mad-man would' relate wich'a purpoſe of 
having'irbelieved; that he ſaw in Ireland, Men 
Wick hoofs on their Feds, and eyes intheir poſte- 
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 - Some Conſiderations about Witchcraft. 11 
riors ; or, if any ſhould be ſo ridiculonfly vain, 
| as to be ſerious-in ſuch :an incredible Romance, 
ic cannot be ſuppoſed that all Travellers that 
come into thoſe parts after him ſhould tell 
the ſame ſtory. There islarge fieldin fiftion ; 
| and if all thoſe Relations were arbitrary compoſes 
| tions, doubtleſs the firſt Romancers would have 
framed them more agreeable to the common 
| do&rin of Spirits ; at leaft, after theſe /appyſed 
abſurdities had 'been a thouſand times laugh'd 
ar, people by this time would have learn'd to 
correct thoſe obnoxious extravagancies ; and 
though they have not yet-more veracity than 
the Ages of Ignorance and Superſtition, yet one 
| would expect they ſhould have got more cun- 
ang. This ſuppos-d impoſfibility then of theſe 
performances, [cems to me a probable argument 
| that they are not wiltull and diſigned forge- 
Ties. | And if they are Phancyes, 'tis ſomewhat 
ftrange that Imagination which is the molt vart- 
| ous thing in all the world/ſhould infinitely repeat 
the ſame concert tn all cimes/and places. 
| But again (2) the ftrange Aﬀions related of 
| Witches, and preſumed impoſſiHe, are not aſcri- 
bed to their own powers; but to the Agency 
| of theſe wicked Confederates they itnploy : And 
| to affirm that thoſe evil ſpirits cannot do that 
which we conceit impoſ#thle, is boldly to ftin 
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the '-powers of Creatures, whole natures 
and faculties we know not, and to meaſure 
the world of ſpirits by the narrow rules of our 
own impotent beings. We ſee among our ſelves 
the performances of ſoyr2 out-go the conceits 
and poſſibilities of others ; and we know many 
things may be done by the Mathematicks, and 
Mechanick Artifice,vinich common heads (hink 
impoſsible to be effe&ted by the honeſt ways of 
Art and Nature, And doubtleſs the ſubtilties 
and powers of thoſe miſchievous Fiends are as 
much beyond the reach and a&ivities of the 
molt knowing Agents among us, as theirs are 
beyond the wir and ability of the moſt ru- 


flick and illiterate; So that the utmoſt that any 


man's reaſon in the world can amount ro in 
this particular, is onely this, that he cannot 
conceive how ſuch: things can be perfcrmed ; 
which onely argues the weakneſs and imper - 


feftion of our knowledge and apprebenſions, not 
-the impoſſibility of thoſe performances ; and 


we can no more from hence form an Argu- 
ment againſtthem, then againſt the moſt ord:- 
wary. effefts in Nature, We cannot conceive 
how the Fetus is form'd inthe womb, nor as 
much as how a Plant ſprings trom the Earth 
wertread. on; we know not how our Souls 


move'the' Body, nor how theſe diſtant and 
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extreme natures are wited, And itweare ig- 
a5r.ant of the moit obvious things about us, 
and the molt confaderable within our ſelves, 
"tis then no wonder that we know not the 
conſtitution and powers of the Creatures, to 
whom we are ſuch ftrangers. Briefly then, 
matters of fa& well proved ought nor to be 
denied, becaule we cannot conceive how they 
can be perform'd. Nor 1s it a reaſonable me- 
thod of inference, firſt ro preſume the thing 
impoſuble, and thence to conclude that the 
fa& cannot be proved. On the contrary, we 
ſhould judge of the ation by the evidence, 
and. not the evidence by the meaſures of our 
fancies about the aftion. This is proudly to 
exalr our own opinions above the cleareſt te- 

imonies, and moſt ſenſible demonſtrations of 
fa#: and lo to give the Lieto all Mankind, 
rather then diſtruſt the little conceits of our 
bold imaginations. Bur yer further, 

( 3.) I think there is nothing in the i 
flances mention'd, but what may as well be 
accounted. for the Rules of Reaſon and Phi, 
loſophy as the ordinary affairs of Nature. For 
in reſolving natural Phenomena, we can. onl: 
aſsignthe probable cauſes, ſhewing. how things 
may be, not preſuming how they are. And in 
the particulars under our Examen., . we: may 
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14 Some Conſiderations about Witchcraft. 
ive an account how 'tis poſſible, and not 
unlikely, chat luch things ( though ſomewhat 
varying from the common rede of Natuie ) 
may beaded. And ifour narrow and con- 
tracted minds can furniſh us wich appre- 
henfions of the way and manner of 41ach 
performances, though perhaps nor the true 
ones, tis an argument that {uch things may 
be effected by creatures, whoſe powers and 
knowledge are ſo valtly exceeding Ours. 
I ſhall endeavour therefore briefly ro ſug- 
oeſt ſome things that may render the poſſibi- 
lity of theſe performances conceivable, in order 
tothe removal of this Objeftion, that they are 
contradifttons and impoſvible, 

For the Firſtchen, That the confederate Spi- 
rit ſhould tranſport the itch through the Air 
ro the place of general Rendezvous, there is 
no difficulty in conceiving; and if that be 
true which great Philoſophers afirm con- 
cerning the real ſeparability of- the Soul from 
the Body without death, there 1s yer leſs; for 
chen 'ris cafie to apprehend, that the Soul, 
having left its groſs and ſluggiſh Body behind ir, 
and being cloathd onely with its immediate 
vehicle of Air, or more ſubtile matter, may be 
quickly conducted to any place it would be 
at, by! thole officieus Spirits that attend it. 
And 
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And though I adventure ro affirm nothin 

concerning the truth and certainty of this ſuppo- 
fition, yer muſt needs lay, it doth not ſeem to 
me unreaſonable. And our experience of Apo- 
plexies, Epilepſies, Extaſies, and the ſtrange 
things men report to have ſeen during thole 
deliqniums, look favourably upon this confeBure; 

which ſeems to meto contradict no principle 
of Reaſon or Philoſophy, ſince Death confiſts 
not ſo much in the aual ſeparation of Soul and 
Body, as in the indiſþoſition and unfitneſs of the 
Body for vital union, as an excellent Philoſo- 
pher hath made good. On which Fypothefls, 

the Witches annointing her (elf before ſhe rakes 
her flight, may perhaps ſerve to keep the Body 
tenantable & in fit difþofition to receive the Spirit 
at its return. Thele things, I ſay, we may 
conceive,though I athrm nothing about chem; 

and there is nothing in ſuch conceptions but 
what hath been affirm'd by men of worth 
and name, and may ſeem fair and accountable 
enough to thoſe who judge not altogether 
by the meaſures of the popular and cuſtomary 
opinion. And there's a ſaying of agreat Apoſtle 
that ſeems to countenance this Platonick opts 
nin; what is the meaning elſe of that expre(- 
<6 10n, [\hether in the body or out of the body I cannot 


tell] excepr the Soul may be ſeparated from the 
Body 
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16 Some Conſiderations about Witcheraft. 
Body without death; which if ic be granted 
poſsible,'ris ſufficient for my purpole. And 

(2) The Transformations of Witches into the 

ſhapes of other Animals, upon the ſame ſuppo» 
ſal is very conceivable, ſince then 'tis eaſie 
cnough to imagin, chat the power of imagina- 
tion may form thoſe paſſeve and pliable vehicles 
into thole /apes, with more eaſe then the 
fancie of the Mother can the ſtubborn matter 
of the Fetus inthe womb, as we ſee it fre- 
quently doth in the inſtances that occur of 
Signatures and monſtrous Simgularities ; And pers 
haps ſometimes the confederate Spirit puts tricks 
upon the ſenſes of the ſþ?&ators, and thoſe 
ſhapes are onely illuſions. 

Bur then ( 3 ) when they feel the hurts in 
their groſs bodies, thar they receive in their 
aery vebicle;, they mult be ſuppoſed to have 
been really preſent, at leaſt in theſe Jatter; and 
'tis no more difficult to apprehend how the 
hurts of thoſe ſhould be tranſlated upon their 
other bodies, then how diſeaſes ſhould be infli- 
aed by che imagination, or how the fancy of the 
Mother ſhould wound the Fecus, as ſeveral 
credible relations do atrtell. 

And (4) for their raiſing ſtorms and tempeſts, 
they do it not,be ſure, by their own, bur by the 
power ofthe Pri ince of the Air, their friend and 
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alli; andthe Ceremonies that are injoin'd them, 
are doubtleſs nothing -elſe but entertainments 
for their imaginations,and are likely detign'd to 
perſuade them, that they do theſe ſtrange things 
themſelwes. 

And ( laſtly) for their being ſuck'd by the 
Familiar, I ſay (1) we know fo little of the na- 
rure of Demons and Spirits, that "tis no won- 
der we cannot certainly divine the reaſon of 
ſo ttrangean action. And yet (2) wemay con- 
jecture at ſome things that may render it leſs 
improbable. For ſome have thought that the 
Genii ( whom both the Platonical and Chriſtian - 
Antiquity thought embodied) are recreated by the 
reeks and Vaponrs of humane bloud and the ſpirits 
that derive from them. Which ſuppolal ( if 
we grant them bodies ) is not unlikely, every 
thing being refreſ}/d and nouriſh'd by its like. 
And that they are not perfe&tly abſtra# from 
all body and matter, belides the reverence we 
oweto the wiſeſt anriquity, there are ſeveral 
conſiderable arguments I could alledge to 
render it exceeding probable. Which things 
ſuppoſed, the Devil's ſucking the Sorcereſs is no 

reat wonder, nor difficult tobe accounted 
tor. Orperhaps (3)this may be onely a diabo- 
lical Sacrament and Ceremony to confirm the 
To which I adde, (4) Thar 


Py 
. 
—_ - . - - <wolgo A 
I 
- m_—_ = 
2. L - _—_ 
"Xx , 


_ < 


- 
= 
— —_ 


m—_— -- 


'$ 
$ 

{ 4 
be 
# 
* 

[! ' 
A 

. . 


1$ Some Conſiderations about Witebcraft. 
which to me ſeems moſt probable, wiz, That 
the Familiar doth not onely ſuck the Witch, 
but in the action infuleth ſome poiſonous 
ferment into her, which gives her imagination 
and ſpirits a magical tinFure, whereby they be- 
come miſchievonſly influential: and the word 
enifica intimates ſome ſuch matter. Now 
that the imagination hath a mighty power in 
eperation, is ſeen in the juſt now mention'd 
Signatures and Diſeaſes that it cauſeth ; and 
that the fancy is modified by the qualities of the 
bloud and ſpirits, 1s too evident to need proot : 
which things ſuppoſed, 'tis plain to conceive 
that. the evil ſpirit having breath'd ſome wile 
vapour into the body of the Witch, it may taint 
her bloud and ſpirits with a noxious quality, by 
which her infefed imagination, heightned by 
melancholy, and this worſe cauſe, may do much 
hurt upon bodies that are impreſSive by ſuch ins 
fluences. And tis very likely that this ferment 
diſpoſeth the imagination of the Sorcereſs to 
cauſe the mentioned agaryueie, Or ſeparation of 
the ſou! from the body, and may perhaps keep 
the body in fittemper for its re-entry; asalſoit 
may facilitate transformation, which, it may 
be, could not be effeted by ordinary and un- 
aſiſted imagination. 

Thus vie ſee 'tisnot ſo deſperate to form an 
appre- 
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apprehenſion of the manner of theſe odde 
performances; and though they are not done 
the way I havedeſcrib'd, yet what I have ſaid 
may help usto a conceit of the poſlibilicy, 
which ſufficeth for my purpoſe. And though 
the Hypotheſis Lhavegone upon will ſeem as 
unlikely to ſome,as the things they attempt to 
explain areto others, yet I muſt deſire their 
leave to ſuggeſt, that moſt things ſeem un- 
likely (eſpecially co the conceited and opinionative) 
at firſt propoſal; and many great truths are 
ftrange and improbable, till cuſtom and acquaintance 
havereconciled chem to our fancies. And [le 
preſume to adde on this occaſton, ( though [ 
love not to be confident in affirming) that there 
is none of the Platonical ſuppoſals I have uſed, 
but what I could make appear to be fair and 
reaſonable,to the capable and unprejudic'd. 


But I come (3 ) to another prejudice againſt 
the being of Witches, which is, That tis very 
improbable that the Devil, who 'isa wiſe and 
mighty ſpirit, ſhould beat the beck of a poor 
Hag, and have ſolittleco do as toattend che 

errands of the impotent {uſts of a ſilly old woman. 


To which I might anſwer, (1) That 'tis 
much more improbable that all che world ſhould 
be deceiv'd in matters of fa#, and circumſtances 
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of the cleareſÞ, evidence and convittion, then 
that the Devil,.' who is wicked, ſhould be alſo 
unwiſe; and that he that perſuades all his ſub- 
jets and accomplices out of their wits, ſhould 
himſelf a& like his own temptations and 
perſuaſions. - In-brief, there is nothing more 
ſtrange in thisobje&tion, then that wickedneſs 
is baſeneſs and ſervility, and that the Devil is at 
leiſure to ſervg.thoſe he 1s at leiſure to tempt, 
and induftriousto ruin. Andagpain, (2) I fee 
no neceſcity to believe that the Dewi is always 
the Witch's confederate ; but perhaps it may fiely 
be conſider'd, 'whether the Familiar be not 
ſome departed.” humane ſpirit, forſaken of God 
and goodnels, and (ſwallowed up by the un- 
ſatiable deſire of miſchiefand revenge, which 
poſſibly by che laws and capacity of its ſtate ir 
cannot execute immediately, And why we 
ſhould preſume thatthe Devil ſhould have 
the liberty of wandring up. and down the 
Earth and Air, when heis ſaid to be held in 
the chains of darkzeſs ; and yer that the ſepara- 
ted ſouls otthe wicked, of whom no ſuch thing 
is afhrm'd 'in any Sacred Record, ſhould be 
thought ſo zwpriſon'd, that they cannot poſſi- 
bly wag from the place of their confinement, 
I know no ſhadow of conjecture. This conceit 
I'm confident hath prejudic'd many againſt 
, I __ 
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. Some Conſiderations about Witchcraft. 2: 
the belief of Witches and Apparitions, they not 
being able to conceive that the Dewi ſhould 
be ſoludicrous as appearing ſpirits are ſometimes 
reported to be in their frolicks ; and they pre- 
ſume, that ſouls departed never re-viſit the free 
and open Regions; which confidence | know 
nothing cojuſtifie: For {ince good men in their 
ſtate of ſeparation are (aid to be iodyywer, why the 
wicked may not be ſuppoſed to beiredeiuers in 
the worſt ſenſe of the word, I know nothing 
to help me to imagine.. Andit it be (uppoled - 
that the Imps of Witches are ſometimes wic- 
ked ſpirits of our own kind and nature, and pol- 
ſibly the ſame that have been Sorcerers and 
Witches in this life : This ſuppoſal may give 
a fairer and more probable account of many 
of the ations of Sorcery and Witchcraft, then 
the other Hypotheſis, that they are always De- 
ils, And to this conjecture Iladventureto 
ſubjoyn another, which allo hath its probabt- 
lity, viz. (3) That 'tis nor impoſsible but char 
the Familiars of Witches are a ſervile kind: of 

ſpirits, of a very inferiour conſticution and na- 
ture, and none of thoſe that were once of the 
higheſt Hierarchy, now degenerated into the 
ſpirits we call Devils. And for my part | muſt 
confeſs, that I think the common diviſion of 


ſpirits much too general, conceiving ir. likely 


there 


22 Some Conſiderations about Witchcraft. 
there may beas great a ariety of IntelleFual 
creatures in the inviſible world, as there is of 
Animals in the viſible: and that all the ſuperiour, 
yea, and iaferiour Regions, have their ſeveral 
kinds of ſpirits, differing in their natural per- 
feSiions, as wellas inthe kinds and degrees of 
their depravities; which being ſuppoſed, 'tis 
very probable chat thoſe of the baſeft and mean- 
eſt Orders are they who ſubmit to the men- 
tion'd ſervilities. And thus the ſageſs and gran- 
eur of the Prince of darkneſs need not be 
brought into queſtion, 


But ( 4) the opinion of Witches ſeems to 
ſometo accuſe Providence, and to ſuggeſt that 
it hath expoled Zznocents to the fury and malice 
of revengeful Fiends ; yea, and ſuppoſeth thoſe 
moſt obnoxiows, tor whom we might moſt rea- 
ſonably expe&ta more ſpecial rutelary care and 

rote&tion,molt of the cruel practices of thoſe 
prelum'd Inſtruments of Hell being upon Chil- 
dren, whoas they leaſt deſerve to be deſerted 
by that Providence that ſuperintends all things ſo 
they moſt need its guardian influence. 


To this ſo ſpecious an 0bjeion I have theſe 
things to anſwer. ( 1) Providence is a Deep un- 
fathomable; and if we ſhould not believe the 
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Some Conſiderations about Witchcraft. 2 3 
Phenomena of our ſenſes, before we can recon- 
cile them to our notions of Providence, we muſt 
be groſler Scepticks then ever yet was extant. 

The miſeries of the preſent life, the unequal diſtri- 
butions of good and evi, the ignorance and barba- 
rity of the greateſt part of mankind, the fatal 
diſadvantages weall are under, and the hazard 
we run of being eternally miſerable and un- 
done; theſe, I ſay, are things that can hardly 
be made confiſtent with that Wiſdom and Good 
neſs that we are ſure hath made, and mingled it 
ſelfwith all things. And yet we believe there 
is a beauty, and harmony, and goodneſs in that 
Providence, though we cannot wnriddle it in par= 
ticular inſtances - nor, by reaſon of our igno- 
rance and imperfe@ion, clear it from contra- 
difing appearances; and conſequently, we ought 
not to deny the being of Witches and Appariti- 
ons, becaule they will create us ſome difhicul- 
ties in our notions of Providence. But to come 
more cloſe, (2) Thoſe that believe that Infants 
areHeirs of Hell &Children of the Devil as ſoon 
as they are diſcloſed to the world, cannot cer- 
rainly offer ſuch an objed&ion, for wha isa 
little trifling pain of a moment, to thoſe eternal 
tortures, to which, it they die as ſoon as they are: 
born, according to the tenour of this Dodrin, 

the are everlaſtingly expoſed * But however the 
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24 Some Confierations about Witchcraft. 
Providence hath not {ecur'd them from other 
wTiolences they are obnoxious too from cruelty 
and accident ; and yet we accuſe It not when a 
whole Townfal ot Innocents fall a Viim to the 
raveand ferity of barbarous executioners in wars 
and Maſſacres. To which I adde, ( 4) Thar 'tis 
likely the miſchief is not ſo often done by the 
evil ſpirit immediately, but by the makignant in- 
fluence of the Sorcereſs, whoſe power of hurt- 
ing conſiſts in the fore-mention'd ferment, 
which. is infuſed into her by the Familiar. So 
thar I am apt to think there may be a power of 
real faſcination 10 the Witch's eyes and imaginatis 
on, by which tor the moſt part ſhe a&ts upon 
tender bodies. Neſcio quis teneros oculus — 
For the peſtilential ſpirits being darted by a 
fpightful and vigorous imagination from the eye, 
and meering with thoſe that are weak and paſbive 
in the bodies which they enter,will not fail to 
infef chem with a noxious quality, that makes 
dangerous and ſtrange alterations in the perſon 
invaded by this poiſonous influence : which way 
of acting by ſubtiland inviſible inſtruments is or- 
dinary and familiar 1n all natural efficiencies. 
And 'tis now paſt queſtion, that nature forthe 
moſt part acts by ſubtil ſtreams and apohea's of 
minute particles, which pals from one body to 
another. 
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Some Conſiderations about Witeheraft, 25 
another.Or however That be, this kind ofagency 
is as conceivable as any of thoſe qualities igno- 
rance hath call'd ſympathy and antipathy, the rea- 
lity of which we doubt not, though the manner 
ot ation be unknown. Yea, the thing I ſpeak of 
isas caſte to be apprehended, as how mfe&ion 
ſhould paſs in certain tenuous ſtreams through 
the air from one houſeto another, or, as how 
the biting of a mad Dog ſhould fill all the bloud 
and ſpirits with a venomous and malign ferment , 
the application of the vertue doing the ſame 
in our caſe, as that of conta&doth in thy. Yea, 
ſome kinds of faſcination are perform'd in this 
orofſer and more ſenſible way, as by ſtriking, 
giving Apples, andthe like, by which the con- 
tagious quality may be tranſmicted, as we ſee 
diſeaſes often are by the touch. Now in this way 
of conjecture, a good: account may be. given 
why Witches are moſtpowerful upon Children 8 
timorous perſons, viz. becauſe their ſþirits and 
imaginations being weak and puſsive,;arenor able 
to reſiſt the fatal imwaſion; whereag men of bod 
minds, who have plenty of frong and vigorous 
ſpirits are ſecure trom the contagion, as in peſti- 
lential Airs. clean bodies are not (o liable to in- 
feftion. as are other tempers. | Thus then we 
ſee 'tis likely enough that very often the Sor- 
&r:js her [elf doth the miſchief; and we _— 
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26 _ Some Conſiderations about Witchcraft. 
de fafto, that Providence doth: not always ſecure 
us from-one another's injuries. And yer I muſt 
confeſs, that many times alſo: the evil ſpirits 
the miſchievous Agent; though this confeſsion 
draw on me. another objection, which Enexe 
propoſe: 


{5) Then it may be ſaid, that if wicked ſpirits 
can hurt us by the direFion, andat the dehire of 
a IWitch, one would think they ſhould havethe 
{ame power to.do us injury without mmſiigation 
or compatt, and ifthis be granted, tis a wonder 
that we are not always annoi'd and infeſted 
by them. To which. 


lreturn, (1 ) That the laws, liberties andres 


ſtraints of the. mbabitants of the other world are. 


to us utterly unknownand this way we-can 0n- 
ly. argue: our; ſelves.into confeſsi075 of' our 19110- 
rance; which every.manmuſtacknowledy thar 
is notas immodeſt as ignorant, It muſt begrant- 
ed-by allthat. own the being, power and malice 
of-evil ſpirits, that the ſecurity weenjoy 45 won- 
d:rf1l, wherther.they a&tby Witches ornot; and 


by. what Laws they are kept from making us: 


a,prey, to ſpeak.like. Philoſophers, we cannot tell: 

yea, why they ſhould be permitted to tempr 
and rnine.-us-1n.our Sowls, and:reſtrain'd fron 
touching. or: hurting ns. 1a-.our Bodies, 1s. & 


myſteryy 


Some Conſiderations about Witchcraft, #7 
myſtery not eafily accountable. But yer (2)chough 
weacknowledge their power to vex and tor- 
ment: us in our bodies alſo, yet a reaſon may 
be given why they are leſs frequear in this 
kind of miſchief, viz. becauſe their main de- 
ſigns arelevell'd againſt the intereſt and hap- 
pineſs of our Souls, which they can belt pro- 
mote, when their ations are moſt ſly and ſe- 
cret , whereas did they ordinarily perſecute 
men in their bodies, their agency and wicked ins 

vence would be dilcover'd, and make a migh- 
ty noiſcin the world, whereby men would 
be awaken'd to a more ſuitable and vigorous 
oppolition,by che uſe of ſuch means as would 
engage Providence to reſcue them from their 
rage and cruelties, & at laſt defeat them in their 
great purpoſes of undoing us eternally. Thus we 
may conceive that the: ſecxrity we enjoy may 
well enough conſiſt with the powerand malice 
of thole emvil ſpirits, and upon this ac- 
count we may ſuppole that Laws of their 
own may prohibit their unlicensd injuries, not 
from any goodneſs there i< in their Conſtitutzors, 
but in order to the more ſucceſsful carrying on 
the proje&s of the dark Kingdom; as Generals for- 
bid plunder, not out of love to their Enemies, 
but in order to their own ſucceſs. And hence 

(3) we may ſuppoſe a Law bp permiſſion co hure 
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28 Some Conſiderations abont Witcherafs. 
usat the inſtance of the Sorcereſs, may well 
ſtand with the polity of Hell, ſince by gratify- 
ing the wicked perſon they encourage her in 
malice and revenge, and promote thereby the 
main ends of their black confederacy, which are 
to propagate wickedneſs, and to ruine us in our 
eternal intereſts. And yet (4) 'tis clear to thoſe 
that believethe Hiſtory of the Goſpel, that wic- 
ked ſpirits have vex'd the bodies of men, with- 
out any mitigation that weread of; and at this 
day'tis very likely that many of the ſtrange ac- 
cidents and diſeaſes that befall us, may be the 
infliction of evil ſpirits, prompted to hurt us 
onely by the delight they take in miſchief. So 
that we cannot argue the improbability of 
their hurting Children and others by Witches, 
from our own ſecurity and freedom from the 
effes of their malice, which perhaps we feel 
in more inſtances then we are aware of. | 


But (6) another prejudice againſt the belief 
of Witches, is, a preſumption upon the enormous 
force of melancholy and imagination, which with- 
out doubt can do Wworderful things, and beget 
ſtrange perſuaſions ; and te thele cauſes ſome 
aſcribe the preſum'd effects of- Sorcery and 
Witchcraft. To whichlI reply briefly, and yer 
I hope ſufficiently, wh 
1 ) That 
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(1) That to reſolve all the clear circum- 
Rtances of fat, which we find in well atteſted 
and confarm'd Relations ofthis kind, into the 
power of deceirvable imagination, is to make 
fancy the greater prodigy, and to {uppoſe, that 
1t can do ſtranger feats then are believed of any 
other kind of faſcination. And to think thar 
pins and Nails, for inſtance, can, by the power 
of imagination be convey d within the skin, or 
that imagination ſhould deceive ſo many ag 
have been witneſles in obje&s of ſenſe, in all the 
circumſtances of diſcovery ; this, I ſay, is to be 
infinitely more credulous then thea(ſertors of 
Sorcery and Demonaick contrafts. And by the 
ſame reaſon it may be believ'd, that all the 
Battels and ſtrange events of the world, which: 
our ſelves have not ſeen, are but dreavis and 
fond imaginations, and like thoſe that are 
fought in the clouds, when the brains of che 
deluded ſpeRators are the onely Theatre of thoſe 
ancied tranſafions. And (2) to deny evidence 
of fa, becauſe their imagination may deceive the 
Relators, when we have no reaſon to think ſo' 
but a bare preſumption, that there isno tuch 
thing as 1s related, is quite to deſtroy the cre- 
dit of all butane teſtimony, and to make all men 
liars in a larger ſenſe then the Prophet con- 
cluded in his haſte. Fornot onely the melane 
TIP chalick 
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cholick aand the fanciful, but the grave and the 
ſober, whoſe judgments we have no reaſon to 
ſuſpe& to. be tainted by their imaginations, 

have from their own knowledg & experience 
made reports of this nature. But to this it will 
poſsibly be rejoin'd, the Reply will be another 
prejudice againſt the belief I contend for, vis. 


(7) Thar tis a (uſpicious circumſtance that 
Witchcraft is but a fancy, ſince the perſons thar 
are accus'd are commonly poor and miſerable 
old women, who are overgrown with diſcontent 
and melancholy, which are very imaginative ; and 
the perſons (aid to be bewitch'd are for the moſt 
part Children, or people very weak, who are 
calily impoſed upon, and are apt to receive 
ſtrong impreſſions from nothing : whereas were 
chece any ſuch thing really, *ris not likely, but 
that the more cunning and ſubtil deſperado's,who 
might the more ſucceſsfully carry on the 
miſchievous deſigns of the dark Kingdom, ſhould 
be ofcner engaged in thoſe black confederacies, 
and alſo one would expett effetts of the helliſh 
combination upon others then the innocent and 
the ignorant. 


To which Obje&ion it might perhaps be 
enough to return ( as hath been above lugge- 
ſted) that — can be concluded by this 
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and ſuch like arguings, bur that the policy and 
menages of the mſtruments of darkneſs are to us 
alcogether unknown, and as much in the dark 
as their natures, mankind being no more ac- 
quainted with the reaſons andmetbuls of acti- 
on in the other world, then poor Cttagers and 
Mechanicks are with the intrigues of Government 
and reaſons of State; Yea peradventure (2) tis 
one of the great deſz2ns, as 'tis certainly the 
mtereſt, ot thoſe wicked Agents and Machinators, 
induſtrioully ro- hide from. us their fluences 
and ways otaCting, and-to work, as near as is 

poſsible, ncognito 3+ upon which ſuppolal 'tts 
ealte to. conceive a- reaſon, why they molt 
commonly work-by, and upon the weak-and 
the ignorant, who can make no" cumming obſer- 
vations, or tell credible tales ro detefÞcheir arti-. 
fice, Belides (3) 'tis likely a ſtrong imagination, 
that cannot: be weaken'd or diſturb'd by a buſze 
and /ubtil ratiotination; is a neceflary- requiſtte* 
to choſe wicked performances ; and withours 
doubt an. heightned and obſtinate-fancy hach * a 
great influence upon impreſſive ſpirits; yea,. 
and as | haveconjectur'd before, on themore 
paſsive and ſnſceptible. bodies. And [ am very ape 
to believe, that thereare as rea! commundcatio;zs: 
and imtercourſes between our ſpirits ,as thereare! 
berween material agenty, ; Which ſecret influences, 


though 
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chough they are nuknown in their natare, and 
ways of ating, yet they are ſufhiciendy felt in 
rheir effe&s: for experience atteſts, thar /ome b 
the very majeſty and greatneſs of their ſpirits, 
diſcover'd by nothing but a certain noble air 
that accompanicsthem, will bear down others 
leſs great and generows,and make them ſneak be- 
fore them; and ſome by I know not what ſtu- 
pifying vertue,wil tie up the tongue,and confine 
the ſpirits of thoſe whoare otherwiſe brisk 
and voluble, Which thing ſuppoſed, the anflu- 
ences of a ſpirit poſleſs'd of an a&ive and enore 
mens imagination, may be malign and fatal where 
they cannot be reliſted, eſpecially when they 
are accompanied by thole poiſonous reaks that 
the evil ſpirit breaths into the Sorcereſs, which 
likely are ſhot out, and applied by a fancy height- 
ned and prepared by melancholy and diſcontent. 
And thus we may conceive why the melanchs- 
lick and envious are uſed upon (uch occaſions, 
and for the ſame reaſon the 1gnorant, fince 
knowledge checksand controls imagination; and 
thoſe that abound much in the imaginative fa- 
eulties do' not uſually exceed in the rational. 
And perhaps (4) the Demon himſelt uſeth the 
imagination of the Witch ſo qualified for his pur- 
pole, even in thoſe ations of miſchiet which 
are more properly his; for it is moſt + 
| that 
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that ſpirits at not upon bodies immediately, and 
by their naked eſſence, but by meens propertia- 
nate and -ſutable in inſtruments that they uſe; 
upon which account likely 'ris.ſo ſtriQly re- 
quired, that, the Sorcereſs ſhould believe, that 
ſo her imagination might be more at the devo- 
tion of the miſchievous Agent.. And for the ſame 
reaſon allo Ceremonies are uled in Inchantments, 
viz, for the begetcing this dabolical faith, and 
heightning the fancy to,a degree of ſtrength and 
vigour ſufficient ro make it a fit inſtrument; for 
the del1gn'd performance. And theſe I think 
are reaſons of likelihood and probability, 
why the bellifh confederates are moſtly the ignos 
rant and the melancholick. To paſs then to an- 
other prejudice. | 


(8) The frequent impoſtures that are met 
with in this kind, beget in ſome a belicf, that 
all ſuch relations are forgeries and tales; and if 
we urge the evidence of a ſtory for the beliet of 
Witches or Apparitions, they will produce two 
as ſeemingly ſtrong and plauſible which ſhall con- 
clude inmiftake or defign; inferring thence, that 
all others are of the ſame quality and credit. 
Burt ſuch arguecs may pleaſe to conſider, - 


(1 ) That a ſingle relation for an Affirmetive, 


ſufficiencly confirmed and atteſted; is wortha 
7 F __ thou- 


thouſand takes of forgery and impoſtyre; from 
whence cannot be concluded: an univerſal nes 
gative, So that, though all che ObjeFors flories 
be true, and an hundred times as many more 
ſuch deceptions ; yet one relation, wherein no 
fallacy or fraud could be ſuſpected for our Af: 
firmative, would ſpoil any Concluſion could be 
erected on them. And 
( 2 )It ſeems to mea belief ſufficiently bold 
and precarious, that all theſe relations of forgery 
and miftake ſhould be certatn, and not one in 
millions of thoſe which atteſt the affirmative 
reality, wich circumſtances as good as could 
be expected, or wiſh'd, ſhould be rae, bur all 
abulous and vain. And they have no reaſon to 
objedt credulity ro the aſſertors: of Sorcery and 
Witchcraft, that. can ſwallow ſo large a 
morſel. And [ deſire ſuch Objeors to con- 
—_— 

(3) Whether it be fair to infer, that becauſe 
there are ſome Cheats and Impoſtures,that there- 
forc there are no Realities. Indeed frequency 
of deceit and fallacy will warrant a greater care 
and caution in examining, and ſcrupuloſity and 
ſhineſs of aſſent co things wherein fraud hath 
been praiſed, or may inthe leaſt degree be 
ſuſpeted. But, ro.conclude, becauſe that an old 
woman's: fancy abuſed her, or fome. knaviſh 
434 {cllows 
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fellows: put tricks upon the ignorant and the 
timerons,that therefore whole Aſſes have been 
a thouſand times deceived in judgments upon 
matters of fa, and numbers of ſober petlons 
have been forſworn in things wherein perjury 
could not advantage them ; [I ſay, ſuch imfe- 
rences are as void of reaſon, as they are of charity 
and good manners, 


But it may be ſuggeſted further, (9) That 
it cannot be imagin'd what deſign the Devil 
ſhould have in making thole ſolemn compats, 
ſince perſons of ſuch debauch'dand irreclaim- 
able diſpoſitions as thoſe with whom he is 
ſuppoſed to confederate, are pretty ſecurely hz, 
antecedently to the bargain, and cannot be 
more ſo by it, ſince chey cannot put their ſouls 
out of poſſibility of the Divine Grace but by the 
Sin that is unpardonable; or, if they could ſo dif- 
poſe and give away themlſelves,it will to ſome 
ſeem very unlikely, that a great and might 
Spirit ſhould oblige himſelf ro ſuch obſer- 
vances,and keep ſucha-do to ſecure the ſoul of 
a ſilly body, which 'twere odds but it would 
be His though He put himſelf to 'no further 
trouble then that of his ordinary temptations. 


To which ſuggeſtions 'twere enough to lay, 


that *cis ſufficient if the thing be well prov'd, 
| | F' though 
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though the deſign be not known. And to argue 
negatively a fine, is very unconcluſive in ſuch 
matters. The Laws and affairs of the other 
world (as hath been intimated) are vaſtly dif- 
fering from thoſe of our Regions, and there- 
fore 'tis no wonder we cannot judge of their 
deſigns, hen we know nothing of their menages, 
& {olittle of their natures. The ignorant lookey- 
on can't imagine what the Limner means b 
thoſe ſeemingly rude lines and ſcrawls which he 
intends for the rudiments of a Piftare, and the 
Figures of Mathematick Operation are non-ſenſe, 
and daſhes at a venture to one uninſtructed in 
Mechanicks. Weare in the dark to one another's 
purpoles and intendments; & there are a thou- 
ſand intrigues inour lictlematters, which will 
not preſently confeſs their deſign even to ſaga- 
cioas inquiſitors. And therefore 'ris folly and in- 
cogitancy to argue-any thing one way or other 
from the deſigns ofa fort of Beings, with whom 
we fo lictle communicate; and poſſibly we 
cantake no more aim or gueſs at their projets 
and deſignments, then the gazing Beaſts can do 
at ours, when they ſee the Traps and Gins that 
are hid for them, but. underſtand nothing 
what they mean. Thus in general. 
Bur I attempt ſomething more particular- 
ly, in order co which I muſt premile thar the _ 
| Devil 
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Devil is a name for a Body Politick, in which 
there are very different Orders and Degrees of 
Spirits, and perhaps in as much variety of place 
and ſtate, as among our ſelyes ; ſo that 'ris noe 
oneandthe ſame perſon that makes all the 
compacts with thoſe abuſed and ſeduced 
Souls, but they are divers, and thoſe 'tis like of 
the meaneſt and baſeſt quality in che Kingdom 
of darkneſs , which being ſuppoſed, I offer this 
account of the probable deſion of thoſe wicked 
Agents, viz, That having none to rule or ty: 
rannize over within the Circle of their own na- 
ture and government, they affeCta proud Empire 
overus (the deſire of Dominion and Authority 
being largely ſpread through the whole ci-- 
cumference of degenerated nature, eſpecially a- 
mong thoſe, whoſe pride was their orzginal 
tranſgreſiion) every one of theſe then delires to 
get him Vaſlals to pay him homage, and to 
be emploied like Slaves in the ſervices of his 
luſts and appetites; to gratihe which delire, 
tis like enough to be provided & allowed by 
the conſtitation of their State and Government, 
that every wicked ſpirit (hall have thoſe Souls 
as his property, and particular ſervants and at- 
tendants, whom he can catch in ſuch compatts, 
as thoſe wild Beaſts that we can take in 
hunting, are by the allowance of the Law 
our 
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our 01; and thoſe Slaves thata man hath 
purchgs'd, are his peculiar goods, and the vaſ- 1 
(als of his will. Or rather thoſe -deludin 
Ficnds are like the ſeducing fellows we call 
Spirits, who inveigle Children by their falſe 
and flattering promiſes, and carry them away 
to the Plentations of America, to be lervilly em- 
ploied there in the works of their own profit 
and advantage. Andaas thole baſe Agents will 
humour and flatter the ſimple unwary Youth, 


till they are on Ship-board, and without the \ 


reach of thoſe that might reſcue them from 
their hands : In like manner the more »1uſ- 
chievons Tempter (tudies to gratife, pleaſe, and 
accommodate to thoſe hedeals with in this 
kind, till death hath lanch'd them into the 
Deep, and they are paſt the danger of Prayers, 
Repentance, and Endeavours ; and then He uſeth 
them as pleaſeth Zim. This account I think 
is not unreaſonable, and 'twill fully anſwer 
che Objection. For though the matter be 
not as I have conjectur'd, yer 'twill ſuggeſt a 
way how it may be conceiv'd, which nulls the 
pretence, Thar the Deſign is inconceivable. 


But then weare ſtill liable to be queſti- 
on'd, (10) how it comes about, that thoſe 
proud and inſolent Deſigners pratiſe in this 
kind 
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kind upon. ſo few, when one would ex- 
ped, that they ſhould be Rill trading this 
way, and everywhere be driving on the pro+ 
je&t, which the vileneſs of men makes fo 
feiſable, and would ſo much ſerve the inte- 


reſt of their luſts. 


To which, among 'other things that might 
be ſuggeſted, I return, (1 1 ) That) we are never 
hable te be lo berraied and abuled, cill by 
our Vile difþoſitions and tendencies we have for- 
fcited the tutelary care and overſight of the 
better Spirits ; which, though generally they 
are our guard and defence againſt the malice 
and violence of evil Angels, yet it may well. 
enough be-thoughr that ſometimes they may 
take their: leave of (uch as are ſwallowed 
up by malice, envy, and deſire of revenge, qua- 
tities moſt contrary to their Life and Nature; . 
and leave them expoſed to. the invaſion and + 
ſollicitations of thoſe wicked Spirits, ro whom 
fuch- hateful Attributes make them very ſuitable; 
And tfthere be particular guardian Angels, as 
"cis not abſurd to fancy, it may then well be 
{uppoſed, that noman is obnoxious to thoſe - 
projects and attempts, but oncly ſuch whoſe 
vile and miſchievous natures have driven. from 
them their proteFing Genius... And againltchis 
dereliflon.. 
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dereliftion to the power ofevil ſpirits, 'tis likely 
cnough what ſome affirm, that the Royal P/al« 
miſt directs that Prayer, ®ſal, 71,9,10. Caſt me 
not off 'in the time of old age, forſake me not when 
my ſtrength faileth. For— They that keep my 
ſoul [ ouadarorres Thy .Luydr ue, as the LIXSX and the 
LV wh Latin , Qui cuſtodiunt animam meam 
they take counſel together, ſaying, God hath for- 
ſaken him, perſecute him and take him, for there 
i none to deliver him. But I adde; (2) That 
tis very probable, that che ſtacewherein th 

are, will not eaſily permit palpable intercourſes 
berween the bad Genii and onr- nature, lince 
"tis like enough that their own Laws and 
Government do not allow their frequent 
excurſions into this world, Or, ir ma 

with as great probability be ſuppoſed, that 
'tis a very hard and painful thing for them, 
to force their thin and - tenuious bodies into 
a viſible conſiſtence, and ſuch ſhapes as are 
neceſſary tor their deſigns in their corre- 
ſpondencies with Witches, For in this aQton 
their bodies muſt needs be exceedingly 
compreſs'd, which cannot be well. ſuppoſed 
without a painful ſenſe. And this is 
perhaps a reaſon why there are ſo few A4p- 
paritions, and why appearing Spirits are com- 
monly i in ſuch haſte to be gone, Viz. that 


_ they 
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they may be deliver'd from the unnatural preſ- 
” of their tender Vehicles\, which'l confels 
olds more in the apparitions of good than of 
evil Spirits, moſt Relations of this kind, deſcri- 
bing their diſcoveries of themſelves , as very 
tranſient, (though for thoſe the Holy Scripture 
records , there may be peculiar Reaſons why 
they are not ſo) whereas the wicked ones are not 
altogether ſo quick and haſty in their Viſits: The 
reaſon of which probably is , the great ſubtilty 
and tenuity of the bodies of the former, which 
will require far greater degrees of compreſ5ion, 
and conlequently of pain , to make them vi/i- 
ble « whereas the latter , are more feculent and, 
groſs , and (ſo nearer allyed to palpable conſiſten- 
cies, and more eaſily reduceable to appearance 
and viſibility. 
Ac this turn, Sir , you may perceive that I 
have again made uſe os thePlatonick Hypotheſis, 
1 hat Spirits are Embodyed, upon which indeed a 
great part of my Diſcourſe is grounded : And 
therefore | hold my {elf obliged to a ſhort ac- 
count of that ſuppeſal. It feems then to me 
very probable from the Nature of Senſe , and 4- 
nalogie of Nature For (1.) Weperceive in 
our ſelves,” that all Senſe is caus'd and excited 
by motion made in matter; And when thoſe 
motions which convey ſenſible impreſstns to the 
. . Brain, 
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Brain; the Seat of Senſe, are intercepted, Senſe 
is loſt : Sothar, if we ſuppoſe Spirits perfectly 
ro be-diſjoyn'd from all matter , "tis not concei- 
yvable how they can have the ſenſe of any thing: 
For how material Objefts ſhould any way be 
perceiv'd, or felt without vital union with mat-_ 
ter, *ris not poſſible to imagine. Nor dothic 
(2.) ſeem ſuitable ro the Analogie of Nature, 
which uſeth notto make precipitions leaps from 
one thing to another ,, but uſually proceeds. by 
orderly ſteps and gradations : whereas were there 
no grder of Beings between us, who are (o- 
deeply plunged into the groſſeft matter, and 
pure unbodicd Spirits, 'twere a mighty jump ins 
Nature. Since then the. greateſt part of the 
World conlfiſts of the finer portions of matter, 
and our own Souls are immediately united unto 
theſe, tis infinitely probable to conjecture, that 
the nearer orders of Spirits! are vitally joyn'd to 
tuch Bodies. And ſo Nature by Degrees aſcen- 
ding ſtill by the more refin'd and ſubtile matter, 
gets at laſtro the pure Ni: or immaterial minds, 
which the Platoniſts. made the higheſt Order of 
created Beings. Bur of this I have diſcourſed 
elſe-where , and have ſaid thus much of. it ar 
reſent, becauſe it will enable me to add ano- 
ther Reaſon of the unfrequency of Apparitions and 
Compatts, Viz, 


(3.) Be- 
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(4) Becaule 'tis'very likely, that: theſe Regi- 
| 015 are very unſuitable, and diſpropertion'd to the 
frame and temper of their Senſes and Bodies ; ſo 
that perhaps , the Conr/ſer Spirits can no more 
bear the Air of our World, then Battsand Owls 
can the brighteſt beams of Day, Nor canthe 
Purer and Better any more endure the noy/om 
fteams, and poyſonous reeks of this Dunghil Earth, 
then the Delicate can bear a confinement in 1a- 
ſty Dewey , andthe foul /quallid Caverns of 
uncomfortable Darkneſs. Sothat 'tis nomore 
wonder , that the better Spirits no oftner ap- 
pear, than that men are not more frequently in 
the Dark Hollows under ground. - Noris'tany 
more ſtrange that evil Spirits ſo rarely viſitus, 
then that Fiſhes do not ordinarily fly in.che 
Air, as 'tis ſaid one fort of them doth. or that 
we ſee not the Batt daily fluttering in the bears 
of the Sun. And now by the help of what 1 
have ſpoken under this Head , I am provided 
with ſome things wherewith to diſable another 
ObjeCtion, which [ thus propoſe: | 
(XI.) If there be ſuch an intercourſe betweey 
Evil Spirits and the Wicked , how comes it about 
that there # no correſpondence between Good Spi- 
rits and the Vertuous ?, fince without doubt, thele 
are as defirous to propagate the Spirit and: De- 
ſagnes of the upper and better World, 4sxhole are 
"0 G 2 ko 
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 to/promote the Intereſt of the Kingdom of | Dark © 
nels. 7 49g Bert 
Which way of arguing is {till from our 1p- 
norance of the State and Government of the other 
World, which muft be confeft, and may, with- 
out prejudice tothe Propoſition | defend. Bur 
particularly, I ſay, (1.) That we have ground 
enough to believe, that Good Spirits do inter- 
pole 1n, yea, and govern our Aﬀairs. For that 
there is a Providence reaching from Heaven to 
Earth , is generally acknowledg'd ; but that 
this ſuppoſeth all things co be order'd by the 
immediate influence, and inte-poſal of the Supreme 
Deity, is not very Philoſophical to fuppole ſince 
if we judge by the Analogie of 'the Natural 
World , all things welce are carried on by-the 
Miniſtry of Second (uſes , and intermediate A» 
gents, And it doth not ſeem ſo Flagnificent 
and: Becoming: an apprehenſron- of che-Supreme 
Numen, tophancy His immediate Hand in every 
trivial Management. Bur tis exceeding like- 
ly to.conjeCture , that much- of the Government 
of us, and'our Afﬀairs, is commitred to the/bete 
ter Spirits, with a due ſubordination and ſubſervi- 
ency to-the Will of the chief Refor of the Uni- 
verſe. And*ris not abſurd to believe,that there 
is a Government runs from 9 ro Loweſt, che 
hetter and-moreperfett orders of. Being,;ftill xo+ 
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ling the'inferiour and leſs perfe. So tharſome 
one would phancy that perhaps the Angels may 
manages , as we do the ( reatures that God 
and Nature have placed under our Empire and 
"Dominion. But however that is, T hat God rules 
the lower World by the Miniſtry of Angels , is 
very conſonant to the ſacred Oracles. ' Thus, 
Deut.XX XI.viii,ix.When the Moſt High divided 
the Nations their inheritance , when he ſeparated 
the ſons of Adam, be ſet the bounds of the people, 
Kar' aezIubr eyſinar ks, according tO the number of the 
Angels of God, as the Septuagint renders it, the 
Authority of which Tranſlation, is abundant- 
ly credited and aſſerted , by its being quoted in 
.the. New Teſtament, wichour notice of the He- 
brew Text, even there where it differs from-it,as 
learned men have obſery'd. We know allo,chat 
Angels were very familiar with the Patriarchs of 
old ; and Jacob's Ladderis a Myftery,which im- 
ports their miniſtring 1n the affairs of the Lower 
World. Thus Origen and others underſtand, 
that to be ſpoken by the Preſidential: Angels, 
Ter. Li. ix. We would have healed B 4BYLON, 
. but ſhes not healed , forſake her , and let us go. 
Like the Voyce heard in the Temple before the 
taking of Jeruſalem by Titus, Mirabewrouls brrivhey. 
And before Nebuchadnezzar was ſentto-learn 
Wiſdome and Religion among the Beaſts , _ 
B13 © . ccs 
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ſees a Watcher , according to the 70. an'Angel, 
and an boly One come down from heaven, Dan.lV. 
xiii. who pronounceth the 'rs Decree againſt 
Him,and calls it the Decree of the Watchers, who 
very probably were the Guardian Genii of Him- 
ſelfand his Kingdome. And that there are par- 
ticular Angels that have the ſpecial Rule and Go- 
vernment of particular Kingdomes, Provinces, Ci- 
ties, yea and of Perſons, I know nothing that 
can make improbable : The inſtance is noto- 
rious in Daniel, of the Angils of Perſia and Gre- 
cia, that hindred the other that was engaged for 
the concerns of Fudea; yea, our Saviour Him- 
ſelf rells us, that Children have their Angels, and 
the Congregation of Diſciples ſuppoſed that St. 
Peter had bs. Which things, it they be gran- 
ted , the good Spirits have not ſo little to-do 
with us , and our matters, as is generally be- 
lieved. And perhaps it would not be abſurd 
if we referr'd many of the ſtrange thwarts, and 
unexpetied events, the diſappointments and lucky 
coincidences that befal us, the unaccounteble for- 
tunes and ſucceſſes that attend ſome lucky men, 
and the unhappy fates that dog others that ſeem 
born to be miſerable ; the Fame and Favour that 
ſtill wairs on lome withoutany conceivable mo- 
tiveto allure it, and the general neglefof others 
more deſerving,whoſe Þorth is not ackuowledy'd; 
I 
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I ſay, theſe, and ſuch like odde things,may with 
the greateſt probability be reſolv'd into the Con- 
duft and Menages of thoſe inviſible Superviſors, 
that preſide over, and govern our affairs, | 

But if they. ſo far concern themſelves in our mat- 
ters , how ts it that they appear not to maintain 4 
viſible and confeſt correſpondence with ſome of 
the.better Mortals , who are moſt fitted for their 
Communications and their influence * To which 
I have ſaid ſome things already when I accoun- 
ted for the unfrequency of Apparitions ; and [ 
no add what I intend for another return to the 
main Objection, viz; 

(2.) That the apparition of good Spirits is not 
needful for the Deſignes of the better World, 
whatever ſuch may be for the intereſt of the 
other. For we have had the Appearance and Co- 
habitation of the Son of God,we have Moſes and 
the Prophets, and the'continued influence of the 
Spirit the greateſt Arguments to ſtrengthen Faith, 
the moſt powerful Motives to excite our Love, 
and the Nobleſt Encouragements to quicken and 
raile our deſires and bopes , any of which are 
more than the apparition of an Angel; which 
' wouldindeed be a great gratification of the A- 
nimal Life but *twould render our Faith lefs 
noble and leſs generous, were it frequently ſo 
aſliſted ; Bleſſed are they that beheve,and yet haye 
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not ſeen. "Beſides which , the good Angels have 
no ſuch ends to proſecute, as the gaining any 
Vaſfais to ſerve them, they being miniſtring Spi- 
rits for our good, and no ſelf-deſigners for a proud 
and inſolent Dominion over us. And it may be 
perhaps not impertinently added, Thar they are 
not always evil Spirits that appear,as is, | know 
not well upon whatgrounds , generally ima- 
gined ; bur that the extraordinary detettions of 
Murders, latent Treaſures, falſified and unfulfil d 
Bequeſts, which are ſometimes made by Appa* 
ritions, may be the courteous Diſcoveries of the 
better, and more benign Genii. Yea, 'tis not 
unlikely , that thoſe Warnings that the World 
ſometimes hath of approaching Judgments and 
Calamities by Prodigtes, and ſundry odd Pheno- 
mena, are the kind Informations of ſome of the 
Inhabitants of the upper World. Thus, was 
Jeruſalem forewarned beforeits ſacking by 4n- 
tiockus, by thoſe 4iery Horſemen that were ſeen 
through all the City , for almoſt forty days to- 
gether, 2 Mac V.i1,iii. Andthe other Prodigious 
| Portents that fore-ran its DeſtruEtion by Titus: 
which | mention, becauſe they are notorious in- 
ſtances. And though, for mine own part ,'l 
ſcorn the ordmary | ales of Prodigies which pro» 
ceed from ſuperſtitious fears, and unacquaintance 
with Nature , and have been uſed to bad pur- 

poles 


. poles by the- Fealons and the TIyndrant ; Yer I 

. think that the Arguments that are brought by a 
late very ingenious Author,to'conclude againſt 
ſuch Warnings and Predi&ions in the whole 
kind, are ſhort and inconſequent, and buile upon 
too narrow Hypotheſis. For if it be ſuppoled, 
that there is a ſort of Spirits over us, and about 
us, Whocan give a probable gueſs atthe more 
remarkable futurities , | know not why it may 
not be conje&tured,that the kindneſs they have 
for us , andthe appetite of fore-telling ings 
things , and the putting the World upon expe- 
ation , which we find is very grateful to our 
own Natures , may not incline them alſo te 
give us ſome general notice of thoſe uncom- 
mon Eyents which they foreſee. And I yer 

. perceive no reaſon we have to phancy , that 
whatever is done in this kind , muſt needs be 
either immediatelyfrom Heaven, or fromthe A4n- 
gels by extraordinary commiſsion and appointment. 

P Bur it ſeems to me notunreaſonable to believe, 
that theſe officious Spirits that overlee our affairs, 
perceiving ſome mighty and ſad- alterations at 
hand, in which their. ( barge is much concern- 
ed, cannot chule, by reaſon of their affeFionto 
us, bur give us ſome ſeaſonable hints of thoſe aps 
reaching Calamities ; to which allo their natu- 


ral defireto fore-tell ſtrange things to come, may 
Fe. H con- 
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contribute to incline them. And by this Hy- 
potbeſis, the faireſt probabilities, and ſtrongeſt ra- 
tiotinations againſt Prodigies, may be made uns 
ferviceable. But this onely by the way. I pro- 
ceed to the next Objeion, which may be made 
ro ſpeak thus ; 

(X11.) The belief of Witches, and the wonder- 
ful things they are ſaid to perform by the help of the 
Confederate Dxmon, weakens our Faith,and ex« 
poſeth the World to Infidelity in the great matters 
of our Religion. For if T hey by Diabolical aſfie 
{tance, caninfli& and cure Diſeaſes, and do things 
ſo much beyond the comprehenſion of our Philo- 
ſophy, and aRtivity of common Nature; What aſ- 
ſurance can we have , that the Miracles that cons 
firm our Goſpel were net the effefts of a Compatt of 
like nature , and that Devils were not caſt out by 
Beelzebub? 7f evil Spirits can aſlume Bodies,and 
render themſelves viſtble in humane likenels ; 
What ſecurity can we bave of the reality of the Re- 
ſurreQion of Chriſt > And if, by their help, 
Witches can enter ( bambers inviſibly through 
Key-holes, andlittle unperceived Cranneys, and 
transform themſelves at pleaſure; What Arguments 
of Divinity are there in our Saviour's ſhews 
ing himſelf in the midſt of bis Diſciples , when the 
Doors were ſhut, and his Transfiguration in the 
Mount > Miracles are the great inducements of 
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Belief, and How ſhall we diſtinguiſh a Miracle 
from a Lying Wonder, a Teſtimony from Hea- 
ven, from a Trick of the Angels of Hell, if they 
can perform things that aſtoniſh and confound our 
- Reaſons , and are beyond all the Poflibilities of 
Flumane Nature * This Objefion is ſpiteful 
and miſchievous , but I thus endeavour to dil- 
patch it. ; 

(1.) The Wonders done by Confederacy with 
Wicked Spirits , cannot derive a luſpition upon 
the undoubted Miracles that were wrought by 
the Author & Promulgers of our Religion,as if 
they were performed by Diabolical CompaFt, fince 
their Spirit , Endeavours and Defignes were no- 
ipods contrary to all the Tendencies , Aims 
and Intereſts of the Kingdome of Darkneſs. For, 
as to the Life and Temper of the Bleſted and 
Adorable FESU S, we know there was an 
incomparable ſweetneſs in his Nature, Elumility 
in his Manners, Calmneſs in his Temper, Compaſs 
faonin his Miracles , Modeſty in his Expreſ$ions, 
Holineſs in all his 4Gions , Hatred of Vice and 
Beſeneſs, and Loveto all the World ; all which 
are eſſentially contrary to the Nature and Conſti- 
ſticution of  Apoſtate Spirits, who abound in 
Pride and Rancowr, Inſolence and Rudeneſs, Ty- 
ranny and Baſeneſs, univerſal Malice, and Hatred 


of Men. And their Defignes are as oppolite, as 
"I H 2 their 
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their Spirit and their Genizs. And now, Can 
the Sun borrow its Light from the bottomleſs 
Abyſs ? Can Heat and Warmth flow in upon 
the World tromthe Regions of Snow and lce ? 
Can Fire freeze and Water burn? Can Natures, 
ſo infinitely contrary, communicate,and jump in 
projetts, that are deſtrnive to each others known 
lnterefts * Is there any Balſome in the ( ockas 
trice's Egge * or, Can the Spirit of Life flow * 
from the Yenome of the 4ſp * Will the Prince of 
Darkneſs ſtrengthen the 4rmthat is ftretcht out 
ro pluck his Ufurp't Scepter,and his Spoyls fromy 
him? And will he lend his Legions , to aſſiſt 
the Armies of his Enemy againſt him > No,theſc 
are impoſſible Suppolals ; No intelligent Be- 
ing will induſtriouſly and knowingly contri- 
buce to the ContradiFion of its own Principles, 
the Defeatnre of its Purpoſes, and the Ruine of 
its own deareſt Intereſts. There is no fear then, 
that our Faith ſhould receive prejudice from 
the acknowledgment of the Being of Witches, and 

ower of evil Spirits, ſince 'tis not the doing won- 
derful things that is the onely Evidence that the 
Holy JESUS was from God, and his Dofrixe 


true ; but the conjuntion of other circumſtan- 


ces, the holineſs of his Life, the reaſonableneſs of 
his Religion , and the excellency of his Deſrgnes, 
added credit to-his. Works, and fanned the. 
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reat Concluſion, That be could be no other than 

the Son of God, and Saviour of the World, But 
beſides, I ſay, 

(2.) That {ince infinite Wiſdome and Goodneſs 
rules the World, it cannot be conceiv'd., that 
they ſhould give up the greateſt part of men to 
unavoidable deception. And if evil Angels, by 
theix Confederates,are permitted to perform ſuch 
aſtoniſhing things, as ſeem ſo evidently to carry 
God's Seal and Power with them, for the confir- 


F Imation of Falſhoods, and gaining credit to Im- 


-  Poſtors, withour any counter-evidence to diſabule 
the World; Mankind is expoſed to ſad and 
fatal deluſion. And to ſay that Providence will 
ſuffer us to be deceived inthings of the greateſt 
concernment, when we uſe the beſt of our care 
and endeayours to prevent it., is to ſpeak hard 
things of God, and ineffe@troaffirm, That He 
hath nothing to do in the Government of the 
World, or doth not concern Himſelf in the af- 
fairs of poor forlorn Men. And if the Provi- 
dence andGoodneſs of God be not a ſecurity unto 
us againſt ſuch Deceptions,we cannot be afſured; 
but that weare always abuſed by thoſe miſchie- 
vous Agents, in the Objetts of plain ſenſe, andin 
all the matters of our dayly Converſes. If ONE 
that pretends he is immediately ſent from God, to. 
overthrow the ancient Fabyick of Eftabliſhed 
a Wor [bit 
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Worſhip, and to ere a New Religion in His 
Name, ſhall be born of a Virgin, and honour'd 
by a miraculous Star ; proclaimed by a Song of 
ſeeming Angels of Light, and Worſhipped by the 
wiſe Sages of the World ; Revered by thoſe of 
the greateſt auſterity , and admired by all for a 
miraculous Wiſdeme , beyond his Education and 
his Years : If He ſhall feed Multitudes withal- 
moſt nothing, and faſt bimſelf beyond all the poſe. 
fibilities of Nature : If He ſhall þerrans/qraved. 
into the appearance of extraordinary Glary.o and} 
converle with departed Prophets in their;wbles 
Forms : If He ſhall Cure all Diſcaſes wirhouF' 
Phyſick or Endeavour , and-raile the Dead to 
Life after they have'\ſtunk- in; their Graves 7 It 
He ſhall be honoured by Fojces from Heaven, 
and attract the univerlal Wonder of Princes and 
People : It he ſhall allay Tempeſts with a Beck, 
and caſt out Devils with a Word : It He ſhall 
fore-tell his own Death particularly , with irs 
Tragical Circumſtances, and bis ReſurreSion after 
it : [If thee of the moſt Famous Temple in 
the World ſhall be rent, and the Sun darkened at 
his Funeral : It He ſhall, within the time fore- 
told, break the bonds of Death, and lift up his 
Head out of the Grave : If Maltitudes of other 
departed Souls ſhall ariſe with Him, to atcnd at; 
the Solemnity of His Refurreftion : 1K He ſhall 
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after Death, viſibly converſe with, eat and drink 
with, divers perſons, who could not be decei- 
ved in a matter of clear /enſe,and aſcend in Glory 
in the preſence of an aitoniſht and admiring 
Mulcicude: I fay, if ſuch a One as this ſhould 
rove a Diabolical Impoſtor , -and Providence 
{bould permit him to be (o credited and ac- 
knowledged ; What poſhbility were there then 
be affured, that we are not always de- 

wiped? yea;chat our very Faculties were not gi- 
todeludeand abuſe us? And if 
26 NEXt Concluſion is, That there # no God 
ideeth inthe Earth, 'and the beſt,and moſt 
will be; That the World is given 
{Government of the Devils. Burif there 
wvidence thatfupervilcth us, (as nothing 
J-gonbiiels', ic will never ſuffer 
atwres to'be inevitably deceived, 

of their miſchievous Ene- 


Truth, ſhall have ſuch viſible Marks and Signa- 
tures, if notin their Nature, yet in their Circums 
ſtances , Ends and Defignes , as ſhall diſcover 
whence they are, and ſufficiently diſtinguiſh them 
from all Impoſtures and Delufions. And though 
wicked Spirits may perform ſome ſtrange 

things 
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things that may excite wonder for a while, yet 
He hath, and will ſo provide, that they ſhall be | 
baffled and diſcredited; as we know it was in the 

cale of Moſes and the Zgyptian Magicians. 

Now, beſides what l have directly ſaid tothe 
Objeftion , I havethis to adde to the Objefors, 
Thar I could wiſh they would take care of (i 
Suggeſtions , which, it they overthraw natch 
Opinion they oppoſe, will. dangeroullyafftent 
the Religion they would ſeem to-ackniauale 
For hethar ſaith, That if there are WITTE 
there 1s no Way to prove that C y {& clus. 
a Magician, and Diabolical Impeſiox ; 
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Aut we: into the 1ds ob the Infide 4A 
imſelt next doortorhy SIN 4GAINST 
HOLY GHOST : ,  which;in der 5 
ſwading greater tenderneſs ame"caut 

matters, I give this 


Lo 
0 / 
p 


TI" L 
L & 9 % 4 
rt ace 


"7 a LY oy >; ; 
441 
A - "ih * 


The Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt-is ſaid to be + 
Unpardonable , by which fad Attribure,and the 
Diſcourſe of our Saviour, Mat. XII. from the 
XX11. to the xxxiii Ver. we may underſtand its 
Nature : In order to which we conſider, Thar 
ſince the Mercies of God, and the Merits of his 
'Son, are infinite,there is nothing can make a Sin 
unpardonable, but what makes it incurable; and 
there is no Sin bur what is curable by a ſtrong 

Faith, 
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Faith, and a vigorus Endeavour : For all things 
[ are poſſible to him-that believeth. Sothat , that 
which makes a Sin incurable,muſt be ſomewhat 
thar makes Faith impoſſible, and obſtrutts all 
means of ConviQtion. In order to the finding 
Þhich,vwe muſt conſider the ways and methods 
"_ Divine Goodnels hath taken for the beger- 
| b,and eure of Infidelity : which it at- 
re( the Prophets, and holy men 
Fo & hob on excellency | their 
FT. CRE” 

* * ih heereatueſnot their Miracles, and the 
| :. X "IM by re: lor bs adeavoured the convi- 
' ] - on andxctormatior 1'of 2 ſtubborn and un- 

3.2: MY Bile thoup Few believed their 


© 1x9 , becauſe fur- 
) vide dir the Miniſtry of 
le Life was more ſevere, 
IeS Wet _ dre plain, preſſing and 
pa - and therefore *twas poſlible that He 
might have ted. Yea, and where He 
failed ,-and could not open mens hearts and 
their eyes, the Effe&t was ſtill in poſſibility , and 
it might be expeRted from Him that came after, 
to whom the Prophets and Fohn were bur the 
Twilight and the Dawn. And though His mi- 


raculous Birth, the Song of Angels, the Fourney of 
| the 
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the Wiſe Men of the Eaſt, and the pr pring 
of Propheſies, with the (ircumſtances of the firſt 
appearance of the Wonderful Infant : I ſay though 
theſe had not been taken notice of , yet was 
there a further proviſion made for the cure of 
Infide:ity,in his aſtoniſhing Wiſdom, and mol, fr 
cellent Dottrines, For, He Jake as neVer a 

did. And when Theſe were delpl iled-.and,r 
Qed , yet there were other means? 
viftion, and Cure of linkeef, im F 
Works that bore Teſt 1mony.of, Hi 
the evident marks of Divine Powe 
heads. 


But whenalter 
queſtionable AMiraclesxwwhic Db. \ 
the Spirit of God, and ha 
ſcription on. 1% 
of evil Spirits , 2nd Dich 
were by the malicious andy WW 
the periods above-me | 
and laſt Teſtimonies a deli 
ſaid to be bur the Trieks of Sorcer 
ment with Helliſh Confederates, Th 1s Blaſphe- 
my in the higeſt, againſt the Power and Spirit of 
God, and ſuch as cuts off all means of ( onviftion, 
and; puts the Unbeliever beyond all poſabilities 
of (ure. For Miracles are God's Seal, and the 
great and laſt evidence of the truth of any Do- 
Arine. And hough, while theſe arc onely A 
e- 
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believed as tothe FaF, there remains a poſſibility 
of perſwaſion, yer, when the Faft ſhall be ac- 
knowledg'd bur the Power blaſphemed, and the 
effects of the adorable pirit maliciouſly imputed 
tothe Devils ; ſuch a Blaſphemy,ſuch an Infideli- 
ys incurable, and conſequently unpardonable. 

ay, itt fumn , theSin againſt the Holy Ghoſt 
moo bee malicious imputation of the Miracles 
ya of God in our Saviour 
, and the power of 4po- 
which, nothing is more 
z/is more like to pro- 


ol br pi "it Mat-56 ſo abuſed, to an 
bo of o ie ad fo Incurable an 
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FN Walonable in 
dg the mention'd 
And thoſe that 
i, = ono meto talk 
featly without book. Bur 
0 els of their own con- 
ceits,l think þ ir now time to draw up to. a Con- 
| cluſion of the whole. 

Therefore briefly, Sir, I have endeavoured 
in theſe Papers, which my reſpe& and your 
concernment in the ſubje& have made yours, to 
remove the main prejudices I could think of A 
gainft c the exiſtenceot.. Witches and Apparitions : : 


. and 
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and I'm ſure I have ſuggeſted much more a- 
gainſt what I defend, than ever I heardor ſaw 
in any that oppoſed it , whoſe Diſcourſes,for 
the moſt part, have ſeemed to me inſpired by a 
lofty ſcorn of common belief , and ſome trivial 
Notions of Vulzar Philoſophy. And in delp1 
the Common Faith about manters of: 
fondly adhering to it in'things\of Spec 
they very grolly and abſardly.mulltaker: 

things of Fa#, the Pep areas much:y 

liev'd as the moſt /ubtulePhulpſobbtrotnkd 
culators ; {1nce hee Sei 
in matters of Notions*ath 
at all to be heeded; becaule Reafolvisaobe:Judk 
of theſe , and this they n0W:not how: took 
And yetthos iris with thakes oloph 
that will denythe plainevide Senſes of 


rauces with. the Fords 


phy which they 7b-Way 

Co and | Denies; *Seothar 
1 profeſs, for mine ownpare; Htneverigettward 
_- of the confident yr" unter oY 
craft and Apparitions ,” ſpeak any thing chat 
might movea mind , inany depree. infirudted 
1n the generous kinds of Pluloſaphy, and:N ava 
of things. - And for thebjefhiens 4 have recited 


they are{uchasxiſe.outotmine own thoughts, 
which 


. Some Confiderations «bout Witzheraſt, 6x 
which lobliged' to confider what was poſſible 
| to be {aid upon this occaffon; For though have 
examined Scot's: Diſcovery,phancying' thar there 
L ſhould find the firong reaſons of mensdil-belicf 
in this matter . ; yet] profeſs I met fierwith the 
leaſt ſuggeſtion | in all that Farrago, but what ic 
had gicnlons for me to have gone about 
_— 7 e Author doth little bur tell 
ueginds, which he confutes 
ds this to be a Confu- 
and Apparitions : 


geeſtion of foumeak a Dil 
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ris fer Leitdds your pa- 

FE | Aldo ſo; when 1 haveſaid, 
that Tow can. abundantly prove , what | have 
bur attenopred to; defend * And that among 
the many Obligations your Country hath to 
you , for the Wiſdome and Diligence of your 
[ Endeayours in its ſervice; your Ingemons In- 


duſtry for the Deteting of thoſe Vile Prafticers, 
is 


_ 
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is nottheleaſt conſiderable. To which L will 
add no more., but the Confeſſion who it is thas 
hath given youallchis trouble ; which I know - | 


you are ready to pet to the ſpe ow. 
Intentions * t 230ÞO 
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